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Eastern Panhandle Counties Continue to
Fuel State’s Population Growth
NOTE TO OUR READERS:
The West Virginia Business and Economic Review is
published six times a year by the  WVU Bureau of
Business and Economic Research.  Subscribers are
notified by email when a new issue is posted on the
Bureau website. To be added to our list of subscribers,
go to:
www.bber.wvu.edu/econ_review_mail_list.html
We hope you find our format easy to access and read.
Please let us know if you see ways to improve it. You
can email our editor at: connie.banta@mail.wvu.edu
by Brian Osoba, Graduate Research Assistant
The Eastern Panhandle continued to be the impetus
behind most of West Virginia’s population growth, ac-
cording to the most recent U.S. Census Bureau popula-
tion estimates. West Virginia continued its slow and
steady population growth, seeing an increase of 0.3 per-
cent between July 2002 and July 2003.
This rate of growth placed West Virginia 44th among
states, slightly ahead of neighboring Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania, but well behind Kentucky, Maryland, and Virginia.
The U.S. as a whole grew at 1.0 percent over this time
period, led by Nevada with 3.4 percent growth. Overall,
30 West Virginia counties saw positive population
growth, while 25 suffered losses. Figure 1 provides a
birds-eye view of these recent population changes in
West Virginia counties.  As can be seen from the figure,
the highest gains were in the Eastern Panhandle.
Data on population changes for all West Virginia
counties can be found in Table 1. As shown there, Ber-
keley and Jefferson counties contributed 5,256 to the
state’s total net increase of 5,470 persons. In fact, Ber-
keley County, whose population grew 4.8 percent,
passed Monongalia County in terms of total population.
This placed Berkeley County as the fourth most popu-
lous county in the state.  Jefferson County improved its
ranking, moving from 13th to 12th place in the state, with
growth of 3.1 percent.
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Figure 1
W. Va. County Population Growth
Percentage Change: 2002-2003
If population trends stay the same, Berkeley County will overtake Wood County as
the third largest county in the state this year.  There is supporting evidence that such
trends will continue. For example, Loudon County in Virginia, a nearby neighbor of both
Berkeley and Jefferson counties, experienced 8.7 percent population growth from 2002
to 2003, the highest growth of any county in the nation. In addition, Morgan County,
along with its Potomac Highlands neighbors, Hampshire and Hardy counties, added
population faster than the national growth rate of 1.0 percent.
The driving force behind much of this growth has been migration from other states
as well as other counties from within West Virginia. Over 4,400 of the Eastern
Panhandle’s new population migrated in from other areas. Table 2 provides detailed
data on the underlying components of the county population changes. All West Virginia
counties that grew faster than the nation’s 1.0 percent also experienced high levels of
net domestic migration. Despite having negative natural change (the difference between
births and deaths), Lewis, Hardy, and Morgan counties had high enough in-migration to
give them large relative population increases. Fayette, Greenbrier, Harrison, and Marion
counties all had significant negative natural changes, but still managed to post positive
overall growth due to substantial levels of migration. Putnam and Monongalia counties
each had a large population influx from both migration and large positive natural growth.
Meanwhile, Monongalia also saw by far the largest international in-migration of any
county.
On the other hand, the counties seeing the largest population losses can attribute
much of their respective decreases to out-migration. The Northern Panhandle counties
of Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, and Marshall all suffered population losses. Hancock,
Brooke, and Ohio counties also experienced negative natural changes. The Southern























































Source: Population estimates from U.S. Census
Bureau. Growth rates calculated by author.
4.8 (Berkeley) to 1.1 (Monongalia)
1.0 (U.S.)
0.7 (Grant) to 0.4 (Boone)
0.3 (W. Va.)
0.3 (Tyler) to 0.0 (Pocahontas)
-0.1 (Braxton) to -2.8  (McDowell)
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Table 1
West Virginia County Population Change
McDowell, Mingo, and Wyoming counties all lost population due to out-migration, even
as the latter two counties added population from positive natural change. McDowell
County lost 724 residents, the most in the state. It also experienced the largest percent-
age decline in population of any West Virginia county, at 2.8 percent, placing it among
the fifty fastest depopulating counties (out of over 3,100) in the entire nation. Kanawha,
Cabell, and Wood counties, the three most populous counties in West Virginia, also lost
large numbers of people. While Kanawha County’s losses can be attributed to a mixture
of out-migration and negative natural change, Cabell and Wood counties’ declines came
almost exclusively from fleeing populations.
Barbour 15,557 15,551 15,653 102 18 0.7 13
Berkeley 75,905 81,401 85,272 3,871 1 4.8 1
Boone 25,535 25,688 25,785 97 19 0.4 19
Braxton 14,702 14,782 14,771 -11 34 -0.1 34
Brooke 25,447 25,063 24,939 -124 47 -0.5 44
Cabell 96,784 95,519 95,043 -476 54 -0.5 45
Calhoun 7,582 7,368 7,294 -74 40 -1.0 53
Clay 10,330 10,394 10,352 -42 35 -0.4 40
Doddridge 7,403 7,452 7,491 39 24 0.5 15
Fayette 47,579 47,158 47,270 112 14 0.2 23
Gilmer 7,160 6,998 7,037 39 24 0.6 14
Grant 11,299 11,352 11,434 82 20 0.7 12
Greenbrier 34,453 34,548 34,656 108 15 0.3 21
Hampshire 20,203 20,963 21,247 284 5 1.4 5
Hancock 32,667 32,024 31,742 -282 50 -0.9 50
Hardy 12,669 12,831 12,990 159 10 1.2 8
Harrison 68,652 67,929 68,032 103 17 0.2 25
Jackson 28,000 28,248 28,285 37 26 0.1 27
Jefferson 42,190 44,885 46,270 1,385 2 3.1 2
Kanawha 200,073 195,884 195,413 -471 53 -0.2 35
Lewis 16,919 16,911 17,148 237 7 1.4 3
Lincoln 22,108 22,253 22,251 -2 31 0.0 31
Logan 37,710 37,004 36,745 -259 49 -0.7 47
McDowell 27,329 26,072 25,348 -724 55 -2.8 55
Marion 56,598 56,334 56,484 150 11 0.3 22
Marshall 35,519 35,020 34,897 -123 46 -0.4 38
Mason 25,957 26,037 26,079 42 23 0.2 24
Mercer 62,980 62,092 62,113 21 28 0.0 30
Mineral 27,078 27,126 27,147 21 28 0.1 29
Mingo 28,253 27,710 27,585 -125 48 -0.5 43
Monongalia 81,866 83,449 84,370 921 3 1.1 11
Monroe 14,583 13,324 13,503 179 9 1.3 6
Morgan 14,943 15,311 15,514 203 8 1.3 7
Nicholas 26,562 26,337 26,243 -94 43 -0.4 39
Ohio 47,427 46,278 45,828 -450 52 -1.0 52
Pendleton 8,196 7,960 7,896 -64 38 -0.8 49
Pleasants 7,514 7,616 7,521 -95 44 -1.2 54
Pocahontas 9,131 8,946 8,944 -2 31 0.0 33
Preston 29,334 29,572 29,705 133 12 0.4 17
Putnam 51,589 52,325 53,035 710 4 1.4 4
Raleigh 79,220 79,148 79,254 106 16 0.1 26
Randolph 28,262 28,376 28,254 -122 45 -0.4 42
Ritchie 10,343 10,394 10,515 121 13 1.2 9
Roane 15,446 15,303 15,362 59 21 0.4 18
Summers 12,999 13,976 13,917 -59 37 -0.4 41
Taylor 16,089 16,113 16,127 14 30 0.1 28
Tucker 7,321 7,230 7,162 -68 39 -0.9 51
Tyler 9,592 9,407 9,439 32 27 0.3 20
Upshur 23,404 23,408 23,668 260 6 1.1 10
Wayne 42,903 42,425 42,418 -7 33 0.0 32
Webster 9,719 9,746 9,790 44 22 0.5 16
Wetzel 17,693 17,250 17,160 -90 42 -0.5 46
Wirt 5,873 5,835 5,790 -45 36 -0.8 48
Wood 87,986 87,642 87,336 -306 51 -0.3 37
Wyoming 25,708 24,916 24,830 -86 41 -0.3 36
West Virginia 1,808,344 1,804,884 1,810,354 5,470 — 0.3 —
United States 281,421,906 287,973,924 290,809,777 2,835,853 — 1.0 —
Source:   U.S. Bureau of the Census.  Calculation of changes and ranking by author.
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Table 2
West Virginia County Components of Change 2003*
Barbour 146 167 -21 0 125
Berkeley 1,102 644 458 14 3,327
Boone 337 267 70 5 27
Braxton 156 175 -19 -1 11
Brooke 238 344 -106 1 -11
Cabell 1,170 1,183 -13 49 -507
Calhoun 67 94 -27 0 -43
Clay 147 123 24 -1 -64
Doddridge 83 85 -2 0 43
Fayette 562 683 -121 17 221
Gilmer 73 60 13 6 22
Grant 144 127 17 -1 66
Greenbrier 365 489 -124 2 235
Hampshire 198 164 34 4 246
Hancock 321 446 -125 -1 -151
Hardy 126 173 -47 1 204
Harrison 781 882 -101 47 169
Jackson 357 304 53 3 -13
Jefferson 603 356 247 25 1,093
Kanawha 2,316 2,500 -184 72 -319
Lewis 189 201 -12 1 247
Lincoln 272 280 -8 -1 14
Logan 432 468 -36 2 -218
McDowell 281 372 -91 0 -636
Marion 619 743 -124 13 267
Marshall 363 361 2 0 -110
Mason 272 242 30 -2 22
Mercer 784 838 -54 10 80
Mineral 331 323 8 6 14
Mingo 395 341 54 1 -179
Monongalia 799 659 140 249 539
Monroe 139 125 14 -1 163
Morgan 151 181 -30 9 222
Nicholas 276 285 -9 -1 -77
Ohio 529 637 -108 22 -365
Pendleton 77 63 14 4 -79
Pleasants 96 81 15 2 -113
Pocahontas 79 139 -60 0 58
Preston 292 283 9 0 126
Putnam 637 411 226 6 475
Raleigh 919 936 -17 35 100
Randolph 291 337 -46 9 -81
Ritchie 134 102 32 0 90
Roane 160 194 -34 4 92
Summers 92 172 -80 0 24
Taylor 147 210 -63 0 85
Tucker 70 68 2 0 -66
Tyler 110 112 -2 1 37
Upshur 274 260 14 5 243
Wayne 489 475 14 7 -14
Webster 88 110 -22 2 65
Wetzel 191 181 10 0 -99
Wirt 41 45 -4 0 -39
Wood 1,009 1,013 -4 18 -309
Wyoming 302 260 42 0 -119
West Virginia 20,622 20,774 -152 643 5,140
United States 4,026,538 2,476,803 1,549,735 1,286,118 —
a Natural increase equals births minus deaths.
*Because the population figures are Census estimates, each county’s Total Population Change (from Table 1) will not
exactly equal the sum of its relevant components of change (Natural Increase, Net International Migration, and Net
Domestic Migration).
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03 Q1 03 Q2 03 Q3 03 Q4 04 Q1 2001 2002 2003
West Virginia and United States Economic Indicators
United States
Real GDP (Bil. $2000 Chain-Wtd.) 10,210.4 10,288.3 10,493.1 10,600.1 10,708.6 9,866.7 10,083.0 10,398.0
% Change 2.0 3.1 8.2 4.1 4.2 0.5 2.2 3.1
Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) (1982-84=100)* 183.1 183.4 184.5 184.8 186.4 177.0 179.9 184.0
% Change 3.9 0.6 2.3 0.7 3.6 2.8 1.6 2.3
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Mil.) 130.0 129.9 129.8 130.0 130.3 131.8 130.3 129.9
% Change -0.6 -0.5 -0.2 0.6 1.0 0.0 -1.1 -0.3
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.8 6.1 6.1 5.9 5.6 4.8 5.8 6.0
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 408 425 402 373 351 406 404 402
Industrial Production (1997=100) 111.2 110.0 111.1 112.6 114.4 111.5 110.9 111.2
% Change 0.9 -4.0 3.8 5.6 6.6 -3.4 -0.6 0.3
Capacity Utilization Rate 73.5 72.7 73.2 74.1 75.0 75.4 73.9 73.4
Housing Starts (Mil.) 1.747 1.745 1.883 2.035 1.947 1.601 1.710 1.853
Retail & Food Service Sales (Bil.$) 3,656 3,710 3,807 3,849 3,936 3,476 3,564 3,755
% Change 5.6 6.1 10.8 4.5 9.4 3.1 2.5 5.4
Federal Funds Rate* 1.25 1.25 1.02 1.00 1.00 3.89 1.67 1.13
Ten-Year Treasury Note Rate* 3.92 3.62 4.23 4.29 4.02 5.02 4.61 4.02
West Virginia
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Thous.)** 727.7 728.1 726.8 722.2 722.9 735.2 733.1 726.3
% Change -1.4 0.2 -0.7 -2.5 0.4 -0.1 -0.3 -0.9
Natural Resources and Mining 22.2 22.2 21.7 20.8 20.9 23.5 23.1 21.7
% Change -5.2 1.2 -9.3 -16.1 1.9 9.8 -1.7 -6.1
Construction 32.8 32.5 32.5 32.9 33.1 34.8 33.4 32.5
% Change 9.0 -3.6 0.4 4.6 2.9 2.4 -4.0 -2.7
Manufacturing 65.6 64.9 64.4 63.9 64.4 72.2 68.7 64.7
% Change -9.4 -4.2 -3.0 -2.7 3.0 -4.9 -4.8 -5.8
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 135.3 135.6 135.7 135.3 134.4 140.0 136.9 135.4
% Change -1.9 1.0 0.3 -1.3 -2.6 -3.2 -2.2 -1.1
Information 12.9 12.8 12.8 12.6 12.6 14.0 13.3 12.8
% Change -11.9 -2.7 0.5 -7.5 2.7 -0.7 -5.0 -3.8
Financial Activities 30.9 30.9 31.0 31.1 30.8 30.6 31.2 31.0
% Change -9.8 0.6 0.8 1.3 -3.5 -1.9 2.0 -0.6
Professional and Business Services 56.9 56.2 56.1 56.3 56.8 57.3 56.7 56.4
% Change 1.9 -4.8 -0.7 1.9 3.6 2.5 -1.0 -0.5
Educational and Health Services 108.3 108.4 108.5 107.2 106.9 103.2 107.2 108.1
% Change 0.9 0.2 0.4 -4.8 -0.9 3.4 3.9 0.8
Leisure and Hospitality 65.6 66.1 66.4 66.0 65.9 62.9 64.4 66.2
% Change 2.3 3.5 1.6 -2.2 -0.8 1.5 2.4 2.8
Other Services*** 54.7 55.3 55.6 55.4 55.0 55.2 55.3 55.2
% Change -3.4 5.0 1.8 -1.4 -2.7 2.8 0.2 -0.2
Government 142.8 143.2 142.2 140.8 142.0 141.0 142.8 142.3
% Change 0.6 1.2 -2.7 -3.9 3.5 -1.5 1.3 -0.4
Unemployment Rate (%) 6.3 6.3 6.2 5.7 5.4 4.8 6.1 6.1
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 1.803 1.936 1.662 1.927 1.487 1.513 1.824 1.832
Avg.  Wkly Hrs  Natrl  Resources and Mining** 45.9 46.0 46.6 47.0 46.3 45.0 45.7 46.4
Avg.  Wkly Hrs  Manufacturing** 41.1 41.0 41.3 41.7 41.1 40.7 40.8 41.3
Avg.  Hrly Earnings Natrl Resources  & Mining ($)** 18.08 18.10 18.19 17.93 18.06 18.11 18.22 18.08
% Change -5.7 0.5 1.9 -5.5 2.9 n/a 0.6 -0.8
Avg.  Hourly Earnings Manufacturing ($)** 16.01 16.08 16.05 16.06 16.01 14.80 15.40 16.05
% Change 6.1 1.6 -0.8 0.3 -1.1 n/a 4.1 4.2
Real Personal Income (Mil. 2000$) 41,582 41,842 41,931 42,254 n/a 40,729 41,522 41,902
% Change 0.9 2.5 0.9 3.1 n/a 2.9 1.9 0.9
Wage and Salary, Nonfarm Civilian 19,800 19,804 19,654 19,652 n/a 19,698 19,799 19,727
% Change 1.8 0.1 -3.0 0.0 n/a 1.6 0.5 -0.4
Other Labor 5,466 5,489 5,478 5,495 n/a 5,234 5,371 5,482
% Change 7.5 1.7 -0.8 1.3 n/a 1.5 2.6 2.1
Proprietors 2,723 2,810 2,866 2,930 n/a 2,694 2,780 2,832
% Change -9.9 13.4 8.2 9.3 n/a 11.8 3.2 1.9
Dividends, Interest, and Rent 6,364 6,290 6,268 6,449 n/a 6,574 6,518 6,343
% Change -2.8 -4.6 -1.4 12.1 n/a -1.5 -0.9 -2.7
Transfer Payments 10,562 10,759 10,912 10,954 n/a 9,797 10,362 10,797
% Change 3.4 7.7 5.8 1.5 n/a 5.4 5.8 4.2
Value of Total Housing Permits (Mil.$) 454 533 535 721 735 384 439 561
W. Va. Export-Weighted U.S. Dollar (1980=100)* 139.7 134.2 133.7 128.7 126.0 147.1 146.9 134.1
% Change -13.6 -14.9 -1.4 -14.0 -8.2 5.8 -0.1 -8.7
Notes: West Virginia average weekly hours, average hourly earnings, and initial claims for unemployment insurance data are obtained from the West
Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs and seasonally adjusted using seasonal factors derived by the WVU Bureau of Business and Economic
Research. West Virginia employment and the state unemployment rate are seasonally adjusted by the West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs.
Personal income data are seasonally adjusted by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce. Components may not sum to totals due to
rounding. All percent changes are measured from the previous period and expressed as annual rates. Value of total housing permits data are from the
Bureau of the Census, U.S. Dept. of Commerce.
* Not Seasonally Adjusted. n/a Not Available.
**Data source now based upon the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS).  Previously, this data was based upon the Standard
Industrial Classification (SIC) Code.
***Consists of the following sub-sectors:  Repair and Maintenance, Personal and Laundry Services, and Religious, Grantmaking, Civic, Professional, and
Similar Organizations.
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